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tO()ll, DIIICTION SIDItrCIAI Seelnside!
Chief Executive ofPlymouth City Council attempts
'censorship' of local Plymouth people's free pness
and websites - and he's backed by your money!
The Editor writes:

The Column was surprised and VERY
in teres ted  to  be  to ld  tha t  the  Ch ie f
Executive of Plymouth City Council, Mr
Bany Keel, had apparently attempted to put
'pressure' 

on a Council lor hoping to 'gag'

bo th  The Devonpor t  Co lumn and the
excellent Seaton Pool website. What would
cause this public servant to do such a thing,
we wondered? A common purpose, decided
behind closed doors, under Chatham House
Rules, at public expense perhaps?

Just so that you taxpayers know who we
are talking about, Mr Keel is an ordinary
civil servant paid some f 150,000 per year
to act as executive manager for Plymouth
City Council. A fat cat salary, bearing in
mind that the average salary in Plymouth

is about f 15,000 per year. Supposedly, Mr
Barry Keel is worth l0 local people. Well
we don't think so, and we'l l tell you why.

Both The Devonport Column and Seaton
Pool website are alerting the wider public
to a whole range of suspect circumstances.
Dodgy deals, failures of the council to
account for vast sums of public money
(Devonpor t  Regenera t ion  Communi ty
Par tnersh ip  and S ing le  Regenera t ion
B u d g e t  f  m i l l i o n s ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ) ,
highlighting why f 100,000 of Plymouth
p e o p l e ' s  p u b l i c  m o n e y  i s  w a s t e d  o n
Common Purpose, PCC control freakery,
secret closed door meetings, lies and half
t r u t h s  o v e r  t h e  p o o l ,  b u l l y i n g  a n d
corrupt ion.  Al l  th is has been recent ly
exposed by their own brave council lors,

n o w  s o  d i s g u s t e d  a t  t h e  L a b o u r

administration they are defecting to other

parties.

But far from investigating all this, Mr

Keel seems to think that he has the power

to put the pressure on those attempting to

expose this rotten borough New Labour

C o u n c i l .  N o  d o u b t  h e  w i l l  j u s t  b e

following instructions from 'leaders' with

a common purpose. But his censorship

tactics won't work with The Column nor

Devonport nor North Prospect people nor

Seaton Pool supporters. The truth about

the rot in Plymouth is coming out, and you

can be sure of that, Mr Chief Executive.

The slow-burning fuse has been lit.

New Labour gnomes attack brave Labour defector
O ur P o litic al C o rre sp onde nt

Poll Tax reports:

The Column would l ike to express its
support for and best wishes to Cllr Bernard
Brothefton, who recently had the courage
and honesty to resign from New Labour and
join the Lib Dems in Plymouth. We know
that  i t  takes  gu ts  to  do  tha t ,  and C l l r
Brothefton gets our vote for his bravery.

Why did he jump ship? In an interview
with The Herald Cllr Brotherton said that the
Plymouth City Council New Labour team
were arrogant and into 'control-freakery'.

He also said that he could not ignore the
damage that the Labour Government and
the Labour City Council are doing to the
City.  Doesn' t  th is sound simi lar  to the
reasons Cllr Lee Finn gave a little while ago.
He too left the dodgy Labour group run by
Common Purpose' leader '  Tudor Evans.

Wel l ,  The Column understands what
these good men are talking about and so
do the people of Devonport. The unique
and histor ic Devonport  Community has
been trashed by the social engineering of
this rotten New Labour City Council.

Cllr B ernard Brotherton
who was lambasted by his

fo rme r Lab o ur c o lle ag ue s

for obeying his conscience

Of course, CllrTudor Evans attacked Cllr
Brotherton for his decision. He pointed out
Cllr Brotherton's 47 per cent attendance
record. Cflr Nicky Wildy also emerged from
t h e  s w a m p  t o  j u m p  o n  b o a r d  t h i s
b a n d w a g o n  a n d  a t t a c k  t h e  d o u g h t y
council lor.

The Devonpor t  Co lumn says  what
hypocrisy by these New Labour gnomes.
Whilst Cllr Brotherton has a full t ime job
helping adults with behaviour and learning
diff iculties, and gives his time to Plymouth
as a council lor, Evans and Wildy are full
t ime feeders on public money.

T u d o r  E v a n s  d r a w s  a  f a t  a n n u a l
allowance of circa [38,000 as Leader, plus
the tthousands of extra committee money,
whi lst  Wi ldy draws t14,000 care of  the
taxpayers, and enjoys yet more of your
m o n e y  a s  a  s o  c a l l e d  c o n s u l t a n t  t o
D e v o n p o r t  R e g e n e r a t i o n  C o m p a n y
Partnership. Her husband, Cllr Tom Wildy,
h a s  a  s i m i l a r  a l l o w a n c e ,  a n d  d r a w s
substant ia l  consul tancy f rom the publ ic
purse.

With gnomes like this, the Column would
rather have the REAL Cllr Brotherton, Lib
Dem, his honesty and public service, any
day. Well done the Lib Dems and we wish
you well, Sir.

Do you have a story worth telling or one we can follow up? Email us at 'you don't have to give your name



Hugely disappointed that he was only
allowed one go at the groaning table of
exotic foodstuffs at April's DRCP board
meeting, because they rushed through the
agenda and didn't have a half time break,
our Chief Observer Baffy Overload poses

the following questions:

WHAT WENT WRONG?
At a press conference held on 30th April

2001 at the Welcome Hall, Devonport, Mr
Richard Bayly, Directorof the Government
Office of the South West, announced that
the then Regeneration Minister, Hilary
Armstrong, "had recognised the way the
(Devonport NDC) bid was put together was
a model of community engagement."

He said the Minister had "decreed that
Devonport would get every penny of the
!49 million the community had asked for."

In the 'Devonport People's Dreams
NDC Defivery Plan 2001-2011' published
in ear ly 2001, the f i rst  words read:-
'Community led? We've heard that before?
This time New Deal for Communities really
means it."

Five years later, we are entitled to ask,
"What went wrong?"

WHERE ARE THEY?
Staff at the DRCP office in Marlborough

Street are overworked. This was stated at
the last DRCP board meeting on 20 April.
ln  fu tu re ,  there  w i l l  be  fewer  board
meetings where the public can attend, and
fewer decisions will be made at board
meetings.

More decisions on how NDC funds will
be allocated will be made by small sub-
committees of board members behind
c losed doors  car ry ing  ou t  the
recommendations of the executive and
accountable body, the City Council, before
recommending the decision to the board.

Public accountability will be even less
than it is now.

The number of council employees at the
DRCP office is now almost 30. Most of
them live outside Devonport. The cost of
employing these highly paid staff, together
with other running costs of this council
owned otfice, takes an estimated !1 million
a year out of NDC funds, making it one of
the  most  expens ive  smal l  o f f i ces  in
Plymouth.

Passers by in this'most deprived area'
are often curious to see only a handful of
staff in the office, and they are not seen
out in the community.

The Golumn asks, "Where are they all?
What are they doing? How long before
they move to more discreet premises out
of the public gaze?"

From Susie Searchlight

herself. For example at a recent Common
Purpose meeting, with the South West of
England Regional Development Agency,

Mrs Middleton referred to another meeting
where "this little jerk kept asking what our
(Common Purpose's) legitimacy was. Well,

In our last edition of The Column we we just told him to shut up and got on with

reported on a rather strange organisation things". Well, Mrs Middleton, the "little

called Common purpose that has been jerk" is actually a decent member of the

sucking publ ic funds out of  the Ci ty communitywithpert inentquest ionstoask!

Counci l  and other publ ic , . . to i  The Column thinks that th is chap had a

organisations. We estimate that plymouth very good point-just what is the legitimacy

Ciiy Council has so far wasted at least of Common Purpose to use_ public money

f100,000 of  taxpayers money on this 1o' t r1 i .n ' future 
leaders -  for  no tangible

'char i ty ' ,  wh ich  a icord ing  to  i t r  o*n  benef i t?  And to  encourage our  c iv i l

spokesman, has no tangiSte ueneiits. servants to hold closed door meetings with

Sound like money for oldiope? vupt l: igt-"das 
or minutes under chatham

Surprisingly, nb sooner had rhe cliu-n 
House rules?

n r  . ,  .  ,  r  .  " ' : : ; ; ;^  Come to th ink of  i t ,  what t ra in ing or
rlaggeo up tnls scanoalous wasleol puDllc 

skil ls does Mrs Middleton have that all,cws
money'  tnan a new aove. ror Lommon 

yone in anything.
Purpose appeared in the very glossy lt^:::,-:: l ::::::^'::] l^:i; ,
Plymouth migazine. what's more u group :^tTiillv,lJ,:t:f:t::,ir 

nrstorv sne seems

of rocar p"opl" are herd up as o."Jflilq :"o,f;;Jil":r:?1il:"f1,#'1, 
u"1' 

:fJ
from common Purpose 'training', most we 

-ir..,i"""ess of our historic democratic
suspect, on taxpayers'money. 

in Britain.
irtn. rather iug-tug bunch of indivi{ual; 

t"titll. 
from adulrs, common purpose is

in the photograph represent 
'new t:1d_:tt_ 

utro-iuig.ting schoor children for seiection
then perhaps we should be wary of being unJ.i.ulnin{'as furure leaders. Again we
led. We may end up being led down the urt *t ut are the training credenlials of
garden path on public money' common Purpose people-visiting schools,

But what exactly are these 
'new leaders' and what exictlv 

^is 
fheir aeen-da? The

about? A number of  indiv iduals and imposi t ion of  a iederal  EurJpean Union
publications are starting to get very staie under Common purpose ieaders?
interested in this phrase, particularly where The attention of The Column was
there appears to be a drive towards creating recently drawn to a number of web sites
a'new' society underthe surface of the old. and a periodical which are expressing
The Common Purpose aim appears to be .on...n over Common purpose's activitiesl
to  occupy  the  space be tween the  Whi ls t  some concerns  are  genera l ,  a
democratically elected government and the number are pointing at the fact that some
people, so as to allow the 'new leaders' to individuals may have become mentally
run a new very cosy private agenda. Since changed by Common Purpose training
these Common Purpose leaders are un- rcchniques. The latest publication is World
elected, unaccountable,  and largely Reports,  which ment ions suspect group
undeclared, many might assume that they psychology, changed people, relationship
need watching very carefully. Cronyism breakdowns and stress illnesses. If true,
springs easily to mind. these are very worrying attributes about

The only trouble is that when questions which parents will certainly want to learn
are asked, Common Purpose leaders get more.
very tetchy and aggressive. Mrs Julia Until the full truth emerges, The Column
Middleton is the high f ly ing Chief  feels that  the general  publ ic might want to

Execut ive of  Common Purpose and, th ink careful ly before being led wi l ly-ni l ly

benefiting from a salary of circa f80,000 by the 'selected leaders' of Middleton's

she seems to have quite a lot to say for Common Purpose'

r -  G- I .irhi;M;;ttTl EGr-- i

! This is the best we could come up with in the office : "1'm runnins two .Iaes, I
I oi ,rneisive wife, o iirt rrio"T New Labour - it's all gettins o\tt *ittJ'i I
L  -  - ^ -  r r  r  -  r  -  r  r r  -  -  r  - -  r  r - -  r  r  r r -  J

Lack ot space this month prevents us taking up the theme of "Stinking Fish - the National Marine Aquarium"
which will now appear in our next issue - honestl
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i ,c. 'Good Man'Bill Goffin i
' f, g_gts _our vgtg-for-the'
' il City--Coulc.il Elections'
a il lrrr r-rst rLr. Grltu ds ltes d:

1 
.., tyuly Independent Candidate for i

, ,=-.1* Devonpoft we tn,n^ Devonpoft i.
People should back him too! a

a
a

a

a
Williams in his battle against a not some guinea pigs in a social :

engineering experiment - this :
is a real Community with real :

a The Editor says "Vote! Vote! lv1Tg.' 
-:l{U corrupt, and

the
I

tonsle

: Vote! for Bill Goff n
Peoplett.

: As the old saying goes - cometh Partnership.
a

Bill goes on to say that "If I :

: the hour, cometh the man. And
o

Bill has been shocked by the am elected, I will bring all of :

bullying DRCR the Devonport
Regeneration Community

by
a

i we are delighted to give our mismanagement of this my experience and skills to I
! support to Mr William (Bill) organisation, the failure to bare on rooting out waste, !
: Gofiin who has stepped forward produce audited accounts for f corruption as well as the i
I as an Independent Local mitlionsofpublicmoney,andthe mismanagement of public i
! Councillor Candidate for blatant disregard of even basic money. After all' we work .
' Devonport. standards of probity. But most hard for our money, we are .
! I locat man through and importantly Le has decided to taxed more and more - just !
i through, Bill is a pitlar of the stand up and do something by why should these people i
i Community, having also worked standing as a local Council squander our money". Clearly !
! in Devonport Dockyard from candidate. Billdoesn'tthinkmuchofthe I

i USZtoU-tOinavarietyofroles. Inarecentinformalinterview New Labour Council, or the 3
. Originallytrainedasacraftfitter with The Column, Biil stressed Local Labour MPs. The l
! turner, bilt tras a wealth of that he wants to be able to get Column notes that both our i
3 experience on practical hands-on into the City Council to bring locat New Labour 'mature 

!
! skilled work in the yard, work these people to account..At the babes'are running scared on !
i which the local Devonport area end of the day, Plymouth City issuesof probityandthewaste '

! is desperately short of today. Council is the accountable body of public money. Not a squeak .
I He 

-has 
also had the additional for Devonport Regeneratioi to be heard from them. :

! responsibility as full time senior Community PartnJrship, and In contrast, Bill's a tough, no !
! conieno" for the Amalgamated has full responsibility foiwhere nonsense,'sayitasitis'person. i
! Engineering Union (AdU), and hard earned public money is If anyone's up to the job-of ;
3 in 1985 he was elected as a full being spent, not only in starting to set things to right, '

! time oflicer of AEU. He warned Devonport, but across the City. The Column thinks it's Bill i

I of' and fought against, the It is high time that Ttrdor Evans uollrn' .
i disastrous privatisition of the andp$mouthCityCouncilwere Devonportneedssomeoneto !
i yard, whici has cost so many brought to account for their qt llrofslt the smokescreen !
3 local jobs as he predicted. actions, and in particular for of New Labour-lies, Political '

i More to the point for theirshockingtreatrnentofJohn co_rr_ettness an_d spin. UlVe '

! Devonport today, Bill has come Williams anrt the wider Witliam Goffin your vote i
. forward to support John Devonport Community. We're - hets clearly worth it! :
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Pin Back
Beaky's

Yer Lugholes,
Squawking!

Beaky the Parrot, who lives at the top of the real Devonport Column, has been keeping his eyes and ears
open to bring you the news other papers dare not print! If you have a story, email it in confidence to

devon portcol u m n@tiscal i.co. u k

It's Devonport all over
again one more time in
North Prospect

Nestled on a shelf at the back of the hall,
your roaming reporter Beaky looked on as
Tudor 'Boyo'  Evans (New Labour)  and
Common Purpose 'Leader' (paid for with
84,500 of your taxpayers money) sweated
profusely as North Prospect residents
recently questioned his plans to bulldoze their
neighbourhood.

As a long established Devonport parrot,
Beaky is only too aware that what New
Labour Plymouth City Councillors say and
what actually happens are two very different
things. So whilst Devonport people have had
their homes flattened and were promised
better housing in the future, the reality is they
were bussed out and then found they couldn't
afford the so-called low cost home prices to
move back into. Name of the game New
Labour'social engineering' by wealthy New
Labour Councillors, and their MP friends, at
the expense of ordinary people on ordinary
incomes, who've worked hard fortheir homes.

Lost for words and clearly under pressure,
the normally bull ish Tudor was weak and
floundering. He could not guarantee that
proper t ies  wou ld  no t  be  compulsor i l y
purchased nor that owners would receive
sufficient payment to buy an equivalent size
house in the new development.  Beaky
reckons that's robbery. Even a parrot can
calculate that you can't buy a new home for
that. Who'll really benefit from Mr Evans's
plans? Why, the Housing Trusts and the old
boy network Co-operative Land Trust they'll
set up. And Common Purpose people. Just
like Devonport, says Beaky.

Another Glorious First as
Devonport Column Leads
Way in Cash for Titles Race
Writes our Sponsorship Secretary, Maundy
Gregory (long gone, but his corpse revivedfor
the fore seeable future )

Here at The Devonport Column we are very
hot on accountability, so we have to own up to
the that we, the editorial team, are no longer
bear ing the fu l l  p roduct ion costs  o f  The
Column.  Star t ing wi th  the Apr i l  ed i t ion,
generous anonymous sponsorship enabled us to
print and distribute an additional 1360 copies!

Grateful thanks to our kind friends ... and
it 's now payback t ime. In future, potential
sponso rs  shou ld  con tac t  t he  ed i t o r  a t
devonportcolu mn @ tiscali.co. uk, prove that they
are the real McCoy by stumping up some of the
folding stuff and then choose one honour from
the following list.

Don't forget, it's first come, first served, so
climb on board The Devonport Column Gravy
Train!
So Roll  Up! Roll  Up! Limited Time
Offer! Give us yer dosh and pick yer
own title!

We're proud to be the f irst in Bri tain to
confirm it  -  yes. we DO trade honours for
donations to our worthy cause.

On the conveyor belt this month are some
first class titles and there's a minimum cash sum
donation against each one (no cheques or credit
cards i f  you don't  mind!)
950 Lord Haw-Haw
925 Lady Shaver
525 Duke of Earl
f 100 Duchess of Duke Street (nice one - EA
50p Sir Edam, Knight of the Grater
S2 Sir Osis of the Liver
525 Bishop Bill of Truro (once he's retired)
f10 Duke Box Jury
fl50 Noggin the Nog
f5 Baron Hardup (not you personally,

of course, m'Lud)
f,40 Lord of the Isles
f500 Lord of the Rings
f20 Lord of the Flies
f75 Count Basie
20p Sir Feet of Cash
SIK Prime Minister of Great Britain (as

we are between appointments right now)
$250 Lord Lucan (until he turns up)
950 Marquis of Granby (good link to

Devonport - Ed)
f 100 King Haakon of Norway
f50 Prince Charming
(That's enough sillv titles - Ed)

Unavailable at present due to current title
ho lde r  hav ing  a  l impe t - l i ke  g r i p  on  t he
Devonport Community's throat (but notformuch
longer - Ed):
Baron Swabey of Devonport, Mount Wise,
Morice Town, Keyham(?), Devonport Park,
Granby Is land,  P lymouth A lb ion,  The
Brickfields, The Community Land Tlust, The
Industrial Provident Society (and anything
else you can think of).

Believe it or not, Beaky has been a great
entrepreneur in his time and had a thriving
business unt i l  the cut t le mines became
worked out and then the millet harvest failed
in the drought of 

'76.

Looking at the deprivation in Devonport,
he couldn't think how to turn another honest
penny unti l one day he glided through
Marlborough Street, you know, where
Devonport Regeneration Partnership has its
offices, and came up with a great idea! Why
not set up a tourist business to show just
how well regeneration is coming together
in Devonport? And no better place to start
than right there in Marlborough Street,
home of DRCP, the architects of all the
improvements!

Beaky's presently putting together a bid
for a feasibility study into his brainwave,
on the basis that even if the study gets
rejected he'll have made a few bob out of
it. But he wants you the public to judge -

would you pay a fiver and come along on a
Beaky Regeneration Guided Tour of the
area, showing how it looks today? Just
check out the pics below - all taken within
a few steps of the DRCP bunker - and let
him know - Beaky's future prosper i ty
depends on you!


