Sir David Bell and the
public’s right to know

YESTERDAY Lord McAlpine, his frail
voice crackling with anguish, described
how BBC Newsnight's false child abuse
allegations against him had created a
‘legacy that can’t be repaired’.

‘It gets into your bones,’ the Tory peer
said. ‘It makes you angry ... and it gets
into your soul and you just think there’s
something wrong with the world.’

Unsurprisingly, this terrible slur - based
on misinformation supplied to the BBC
by the Bureau of Investigative Journalism
- has had tumultuous consequences.

The Director General has resigned, the
BBC, its reputation for journalistic
integrity shattered, is in chaos and
countless individuals, including members
of the BIJ, face paying substantial
libel damages.

Which is why the Mail believes there is
over-riding public interest in our decision
to publish today an investigation into Sir
David Bell, who is one of the trustees of
the BIJ, and more pertinently into his
role as assessor to the Leveson Inquiry
into press standards.

For today we reveal that Bell is a
leading member of an incestuous body
called Common Purpose which has
direct or indirect links to two other
Leveson assessors.

It was Common Purpose’s founder who, ET rid of almost

5 all Britain’s traf-

fic lights, says the
chairman of the
National Trust
— and he’s rightf.
Sir Simon Jenkins thinks

with Bell, set up the Media Standards
Trust which has played such a prominent
role in the Leveson Inquiry.

It was the Media Standards Trust,
chaired by Bell, which set up Hacked Off
- whose luminaries include those sexual
incontinents Max Mosley, Hugh Grant

by Brian
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most traffic lights are a
pernicious form of state
control; and, more worry-
ingly, downright danger-
ous, because they distract
motorists from what other
road users are doing.
The truth of this came
crashing into me at a cross-
roads in North London. I was
stationary at a red light,
aware that it was about to
turn green, when suddenly a

and Steve Coogan - and boasts, with
justification, of substantially broadening
- the remit of the Leveson Inquiry.

It was also Bell’s Media Standards Trust
which conducted a scurrilously shoddy
report on the Press Complaints
Commission and awarded a prestigious
journalism prize to a writer who, it
emerged, had made up his articles.

Indeed, the Mail’s investigation paints
a picture of how a small, intertwined
nexu‘sugg Left-of-centre individuals -
wit] }

and London alone accounts
for almost a quarter of these.

Yet anyone who drives
regularly in the capital is all
too aware of the spectacle of
acres of empty Tarmac ahead,
and a line of stationary vehicles
behind. The culprit, practically
every time, is a red light. The
same applies in most of our
major towns and cities.

Too often, it feels as if a three-
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address this nonsense, then
MPs must. Ironically enough, it
was at a junction close to the
Houses of Parliament that the
world’s first traffic lights were
installed in December 1868.
They lasted only three weeks
before a leaking gas valve
caused them to explode. They
were then declared a safety
hazard, and taken down.

London did not get its next set
of lights until 1929. Since then,
however, they have become the
primary means in this country of
regulating the flow of traffic.

Another method is the round-
about — first seen on a public
road in Britain in 1909, in Letch-
- worth, Hertfordshire. Yet now
neLass mapyﬂ_%%edund‘w?&o#ts have also
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robots are programmed to
respond to signals, but not to
situations.

If traffic lights are removed,
drivers are forced to pay more
attention to their surroundings,
and to other drivers on the
road, in order to keep them-
selves safe. And that means
they drive with more caution.

If you think these arguments
are all pie in the sky, consider
that more than a decade ago,
in Drachten in Northern
Holland, a town of about 50,000
inhabitants, planners began
the systematic removal of ali 15
sets of traffic lights, replacin;
them with roundabouts ang
expanded cycle lanes. It was a
radical experiment, but it
wgrkeg tn‘élmphant A

Roa eath statistics
diminished by more than 50
per cent, and although there
was initially a slight increase
in the number of minor
collisions, the visionary road
engineer behind the scheme
suggested that these were

Imost to be encouraged.

We want small accidents, in
order to prevent serious ones
In which people get hurt, said
Hans Monderman. ‘Tt shifts the
emphasis. .. to the driver
responsible for his or her own
TisK. We only want traffic lig!
g:;eex:’ttlpey gre useful, and I
ound anywhere
they are useful yet.’ b

sounds dait

hut roads would
be miles safer
if we tore down
the traffic lights

Britain, the amount of stree
furniture has reached an al
time high, but there are som
signs that we are beginning t
see the light at the end of
fume-filled tunnel. |

In London, Mayor Bori
Johnson has ordered a revie
of thousands of sets of traff
lights, 20 of which have alread
been removed.

And just this week, Chelter
ham Borough Council began
three-week experiment, turn
ing off a set of lights in a bus
road in an attempt to reduc
congestion, not to mentio
discourage the ‘ambe
gamblers’ who see signal
about to turn to red and spee
up rather than slow down.

Lunacy

If such schemes ar
themselves to gather pace i
this country, then we need t
disregard the expensiv
consultants and the health
and-safety inspectors who fo
too long have been allowed
collaborate with urbal
planners, turning our street
into over-regulated corridors.
Sometimes, these corridorn
are regulated at the expens!
of one form of transport ove
another.
More than 8,000 sets of trafll
lights nationwide are ¢!
programmed to give busé!

priority over cars, and wher
ot e e
aper, on c I
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all road-users, from dri!
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