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public services... Journalists who used to dine with
politicians now dine on them.’
It seemed what really concerned Mulgan —
described as ‘the ultimate New Labourite’ — was
the conservative press’s antipathy to the EU, mass
immigration and incompetent public services.
There can be little doubt that he was referring to
newspapers like The Sun, Express, Mail and
Telegraph — papers read by the majority. It is they shod
who were the most critical of New Labour’s policies beca
on the EU and mass immigration. prize
It was they, we can surmise, who provoked Ms Leftis
Middleton’s wails. and
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the UK and across the world. As well as firms in form
the private sector, government departments, local and1
authorities, quangos, charities and police forces John
have all sent staff on Common Purpose’s leadership r
programmes. A week long ‘20:20’ course in Jou
advanced leadership costs almost £5,000. Marj
Common Purpose ‘alumni’ are encouraged to ing P
network and assist each other, though a full list of pose’
their identities is not publicly available. backe
They have a private website, which requires a Thel
password to log in. Members who disclose rn
information from this site face expulsion. Meetings Jou
are held under the so-called Chatham House rules, i
under which no one can be quoted by name. So andB
much for the ‘transparency’ in public life that is A yc
being called for by the Media Standards Trust and taste!
Hacked Off lobbyists. the p
However, the public area of the Common Purpose Journ
website, Middleton’s book Beyond Authority and Simor
other sources do reveal the identity of a number of mo
prominent officials, ‘graduates’, course lecturers or L] Join it
those associates whom Middleton considers to be . ‘ thaty
her ‘inspirational leaders’. Hari
Sir Bob Kerslake, the recently appointed head of and |
the Home Civil Service and Permanent Secretary integt
at the Department for Communities and Local joce
Government, is a Common Purpose graduate, p!
according to the organisation’s website, Lord Harln
Patten, chairman of the BBC Trust, has a full-page indeg
proﬁlg on tl}‘xe Common 1:Pi.u'pose International i
website’s ‘who we are’ section. . ut |
Jon Williams, the BBC’s World News Editor since No friend of the press: Sue Akers wBe it
2006, is also a graduate of Common 3 : k3 up ‘fa
Purpose London. total spend over a handful of years of  processing data’. Their spoke ; P
Professor Richard Sambrook, who more than £1 million. confirmed to the Mail: ‘In this Plagl
was the BBC’s Head of News and Davies was told that the Depart- the Act was probably breached.” were
director of the World Service, is ment of Work and Pensions had spent ~ The ICO decided not to take ‘ful Wikipe
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five-year period, it spent more than customers’. The Ministry of Defence we made a genuine mistake in thi
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But it is Leveson assessor Lord the same period. changing legal context...” counc
Currie who (as we show later in fuller While Common Purpose could do Now let’s put this mitigation info = allegal
detail) illustrates the incestuous little about this kind of scrutiny, we the context of the Leveson Withi
relationships that intertwine now come to perhaps the most and those Common Purpose-linke staten
throughout t! uiry. serious charge against this body: the organisations, the Media Standard have b
He was the first chairman of the suppressing and smearing of Trustand Hacked Off. 1
media regulator Ofcom, where former Individual citizens who had lodged _ Operation Motorman was a 2
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