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Spin king: FIA boss Max 3

atthe centlre ofa compﬁ,‘f“% §

, lationship between | 1

EYOND Authority, the book an vt §

written by Common Purpose ma Oﬁcampa|gn
and Media Standard Trust ¢

founder Julia Middleton
setting out her leadership
ethos, contains several
instructive passages about the ‘long
games’ and other strategies she
advocates for success.

In a chapter which begins ‘So what of
conspiring? The “dark arts”?’, Middleton quotes
approvingly and at length one Doug Miller.

He tells her: ‘You start with clear and defined
objectives... Then you establish what the
obstacles are...they are usually people. So
you have to establish what motivates them,
and then decide if you can win them over by
the power of the idea...

‘Sometimes, if it gets messy, you might have
to run over them, undermine them, go around
them or discredit them. As a last resort, you
consider bullying them, or buying them off’

Middleton and Sir David Bell, respectively
chief executive and a trustee and former
chairman of Common Purpose, state they are
simply striving for a more accountable press.

lady. Such activity, one w

thought, hardly fits in w{;‘&de }Ilgavg
Middleton ethical approacy, el
business activity. to
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SUE STAPELY is a trustee of the
Media Standards Trust (MST) ang
appears on the Common ™ :
website. She appeared on the ang
of an MST-organised debate on the ¢
media as someone who ‘represen; -
the general public’. £
In fact, she worked closely wify «
the London lobbying firm Quilly
Consultants. As such, she was ths *
spin doctor brought in at great cog
by Newcastle Council to handj
public relations following a home 3
care scandal. Here is how the loeg

Dark arts

Mot t Mor newspaper reported this in 2006: l
ore transparency. More truth. i i i
At the launch of Hacked Off, its co-founder COUNr glzg gggf{s ﬁz’;’;‘gg”efﬂ o |
Dr Martin Moore, also director of Middleton a et g i togecruiti g taz 3 pai
and Bell's Media Standards Trust, said that fusd b o odbaha L 0 £44
with%u";da public inquiry the extent of the so- fsl;eagtgbely has help&d Nmm' Elmd
g(a)lélee A ﬁ‘éﬁﬁms of newspapers would not City Cm‘;f?al ont ’ngBE occasions int
And yet, as we shall show, Common Purpose, the past 18 months... A
the Media Standards Trust and Hacked Off Lastyear G 1ou cpup el ol G o |
are all closely linked to or employ lobby PR Stapely, wor lzgwtl pdstr gro
firms which the free press have frequently Qualler Consu %n S, was ech;‘ the
exposed as being practitioners of such ‘dark ‘ to advise council officers on dealiy Tl
arts’ as secretive lobbying and spin. with the media at a cost of nearly & Ccit)
Take Sovereign Strategy, described by The £23,000 following an mdepem}gm ! Gré
Guardian as ‘Labour’s favourite lobbyists’, inquiry into the killing of Olive pro
which has close links to party grandees David Garvie, 93, in a Newcastle care 4 at
Miliband, Peter Mandelson and Lord by fellow resident May Thrower, o trus
Cunningham. It has reportedly donated more peléauty Labour leader, Counci N:
than £150,000 to Labour in the past decade. Nick Forbes, who quizzed the L;b bee
Lord (Jack) Cunningham, a Sovereign Dems about the use of Ms Stqpq 2 ear]
Strategy board member from 2002-07, chaired and Quiller Consultants, said: o Bur
the inaugural meeting of Hacked Off when it something has gone wrong, why says
was launched at the House of Lords. ‘ the Lib Dems think it is mores. Ja
Horatio Mortimer works as a ‘strategic important to spin a pqsmva prot
consultant’ for Sovereign Strategy and has reputation for the council ghan 3 rais
provided free support to the victims of phone identify the problem and puhtpgw undi
hacking and their families. That 1s a serious misj A deec
~— _Mortimer is a childhood friend of Formula But the Lib Dems say the councils nd
One chief Max Mosley’s late son Alex. Max Jformer Labour administration S byT
Mosley is a leading light in Hacked Off and a used Quiller Consultants and pa = Th
client of Sovereign Strategy. the firm more than £70,000 for advie: = hoc
Another client of Sovereign was Formula .

Jollowing a legal case.

IN response to questions about béf =
working for large corporations, Su¢

Stapely said: ‘I have alway Thir¢
undertaken some work on anunfﬁ’ runn
basis for ordinary members of i Hard
public who either cannot aceess & erab
afford professional assistance. i chan

‘I have also sat on a number & SDP
boards as a non-executive directt: t}ﬁ}

usually unremunerated, and hat
always attempted to represent tb by tt
views of typical consumers.’ mort¢
She said of the Newcastle aﬂ§ Labo
‘It was some time ago. I don%%
think it would serve any useﬂﬂrelﬁ’
ose to revisit this issue. I dorec=
he council was stronely dividedee.
On its website, Quiller boasts: ¥
believe our team has an uni and
insight into the Conservativé i, -
Liberal Democrat parties and f
inner workings of the Co: A
Government.’ :
uite. One might find irony :
tine rec S thoe ooy s
ject of former ministers notamember ofthe ,but said Middleton ar] S undermine the 3
%iksi:g"fgr lobby cc i it insisted all paid advice by public = Common Purpblogged about a rocess are closel connechw ¥

One’s Bernie Ecclestone, whose £lmillion
donation to Labour was subsequently returned
because of the controversy surrounding
sponsorship of the sport by the tobacco mdustr_sf

The ‘international communications agency’,
as it calls itself, was founded and is owned by
Alan Donnelly, a former chief steward of
Formula One. The HQ has the same Trafalgar
Square address as Mosley’s charitable arm,
the FIA Foundation.

Donnelly lives with Peter Power, an ex-
spokesman for and close associate of the
former Business Secretary Lord Mandelson.

EDIA Standards Trust boss
Martin Moore said last year:
‘We met with Lord Cunning-
ham and others, including Alan
[Donnelly, who said they could
help us however we liked.’

ngereign Strategy has been investigated on a
number of occasions by all sections of the press.

In a June 2004 piece about New Labour
ministers and corporate consultan-
cies, The Guardian ax‘x;l)‘t?_d: ‘One-time

Picture: FOTOSPORTS INTERNATIONAL

Cabinet Ji : 3 P 0se meeting at which
the loyalists’ loyalist, records three 1t reported that both Milburn and  officials had to be dteclared mn the Linder had Spoken, eulogising: he Media Standards Trus

— Brink- is Moonie, the former Defe T 5 later claimed ‘Mark was...a &:  Off campaign for further regulat!

’embi,m““mem“?g MAndq:sonmmpsMacGBnrglél Lemwmmsten had been ‘fast-tracked by  to have stopped paying serving stuff and Il?fi% :lsm lrixng W kélg s

and Sovereign Strategy.’ a government appointments watch- polxticlax:,s u}: Izll)O'I.t))e R . communicate it. It was a privilege FOOTNOTE: One of the recomm
“In 2005, The Mail on Sunday dog to take up work with a Labour- s?o zvon :x; 4 g-ze admid Sovereign to be there. A reminder of what tions of Common Pu.rgoses n
‘reported that the former Labour donating lobbying company which ra egs"i areno ads refxs1 of the drivel — what amateur drivel — we Standards Trust is that 'Sho
Health tary Milburn had  ignores a voluntary code of conduct  press and eage p rein it in, all talk most of the time.’ press regulation body v
‘ S, (T Beople a Bl Boiimger ore  SODAder co-ordmated W)

e € supreme international lobbyi o
Sovereign Strategy ‘ll‘s unlusggl hils!:l;i; image makers. In the past, they gmbroilediin political,
Drojestional body, the Assotiation MARK LINDER fs a Common faue,%Orked for supporters of the  gonimercial disputes
of Professional Political Purpose trustef. He is also an Mexmgfmagﬁggkrglﬁofhet, by individuals — not W
Consultants, which has a code of executive at the :acung lobby and  (known as “Europe’s last di te gru,s organisations. The Median wou
conduct not to employ or pay any PR firm Bell Pottinger. Linder’s ctator’)  Trust recommendation ¥ pul

is and the protest- be &
or A responsibility is ‘sector reputation’ b st-unfriendly ifacted upon, clear d
%%eet d it was C Purpose CEO Juol?a ¥§3me of Bahrain, mezset‘i,xe-slé ggg's; g‘.: ﬁgz l}:;?yislfs ﬂld
SPAGE  investedinC rses,isthis  This

purpose Philosophy arguabi d
‘Common Purpose programmes produce Middleton e caneiines  you are anti-democratic. Indeed,

cople who lead beyond thelr and  against Britain pid Bell's campaign  Middiaton's Bayoaa kit
Eanhraduce chanbe bevond their drect

_Significant! ] i you will know not to question
malority of th et ehe Mor the  Tegitimacy oir-a

> inquiry was a triumph

Sevond authority: the idea

people who know best must In her bool mmm& encourages have go.optm':§°g{l§gb§g; her allies

er and set ‘leaders who understand the value of media have any ange in |

el contes baghos st doesn’t ek
traditional con . ) w"'.‘*-. T IS

importantly, know how to lead them’. ‘Deyand autheriy’. Anclire lead
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